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Los Angeles, California – Kohn Gallery is pleased to present Bay Area artist Dean 

Byington’s first solo show at the gallery, titled Theory of Machines. This exhibition will 

feature nine complex new oil paintings in the main gallery space. 

 
Byington work references religious conflict and terrorism in the Middle East and Western 

Europe alongside the damage wrought by human processes such as climate change 

and urban sprawl into previously uninhabited regions. On view will be the painting, 

Theory Of Machines (Grand Saturn), the third and most complex version of the Saturn 



 
series, which engages with issues of humanity’s impact on the world. This painting 

references Edwin Church’s The Heart Of The Andes re-configured within screens and 

panels above a dystopian landscape, inverting Church’s attempt to produce a “pure” 

landscape–a monumental imagining of the untouched environment. 

 
Byington’s paintings simultaneously recall surrealist collage of Ernst and Schwitters and 

the assemblage and psychedelic aesthetic of the 1950s and 1960s in the San Francisco 

Bay Area. In the late 1990s, Byington began to combine his interests in 18th and 19th 

century prints and book illustrations with digital and photomechanical processes. His 

self-taught approach uses the archaic style of old etchings, wood engravings and original 

drawings, appropriating images across cultures and disciplines. Employing silkscreen 

and direct painting, each piece is re-worked with scraping, glazing and varnishing. 

 
Byington’s earliest remembrances of the movie lots of Culver City and Hollywood, 

especially the abandoned sets of Desilu Studios and MGM in Culver City, were formative 

to his practice. These experiences instilled within him memories that would serve as a 

backdrop for his imagined history, augmented by his parents’ involvement in the 

Manhattan Project, which spurred his interest in machines and their impact upon the 

environment and society in general. 

 
As Griff Williams points out in his introductory essay, Entropy Has No Opposite, “The 

disjointed labyrinthine structures of Byington's work may be fueled by the legacy of dark 

scientific experiments or the artifice of Hollywood's past, but they also share sympathy 

with the Wunderkammer, the sixteenth century treasury of all things astonishing and 

exotic. Precursor to the modern Museum, the Wunderkammer celebrated the 

intersections between science and superstition, the natural and artificial. It housed an 

astounding array of drawings, illustrations and objects of curiosity meant to celebrate 

unexpected connections and elicit exploration of our world. Through the unexpected 

relationships, the new interdependencies, the idiosyncratic climate of his environments, 

Byington’s juxtapositions also encourage our interpretation of a dynamic universe, and it 

is endless.” 



 
ABOUT THE ARTIST 

Dean Byington was born in 1958 in Santa Monica, California and grew up in the greater 

Los Angeles area.  After studying physics and architecture, he completed his B.A. in Art 

in 1981 at the University of California, Santa Cruz. He received his Master of Fine Arts in 

Painting at the University Of California, Berkeley in 1988. His first solo exhibition took 

place at Gallery Paule Anglim, San Francisco in 1994. Since then, works by Dean 

Byington have been exhibited at galleries and museums throughout the United States, 

most recently in a one-person exhibition at the American University Museum at the 

Katzen Arts Center in Washington, DC and Fusion: Art of the 21st Century, a group 

show at the Virginia Museum of Fine Arts, Richmond. Works by the artist are in the 

collections of the Art Institute of Chicago, the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art, 

the Los Angeles County Museum of Art, the Whitney Museum of American Art, the 

Indianapolis Museum of Art, the Virginia Museum of Fine Arts, to name a few. 

ABOUT THE GALLERY 

Since its establishment in 1985 by Michael Kohn, Kohn Gallery has presented 

historically significant exhibitions in Los Angeles alongside exciting contemporary artists, 

creating meaningful contexts to establish links to a greater art historical continuum. Kohn 

Gallery represents important West Coast artists with long careers and rich histories such 

as Joe Goode and Lita Albuquerque, works by Larry Bell, as well as the Estates of Bruce 

Conner, Wallace Berman, John Altoon and Charles Brittin. Kohn Gallery boasts an 

expanding roster of emerging and mid career artists including Ori Gersht, Rosa Loy, Will 

Monk, Dennis Hollingsworth, Mark Ryden, Tom LaDuke and Troika. Visit 

kohngallery.com for the latest information on upcoming exhibitions.  

 
Visit kohngallery.com for the latest information on upcoming exhibitions. 
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