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Painting is a slow medium. Slow to make and slow to release and reveal forms and 
meanings. Although I use and manipulate imagery, it is with the desire to replace 
momentary certainty with something more physical and with a slower burn. How 
important the originating models are to the finished work is perhaps less interesting than 
what is left. Having a statement of intent can only offer false security and I like ambiguity. 
– William Monk 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
Los Angeles, California – Kohn Gallery is pleased to present London-based painter 
William Monk’s first exhibition in California: The Cloud is Growing in the Trees. This 
exhibition is the culmination of Monk’s practice over the last few years during which time 
he has created universes within his paintings that reflect on the relationship of the object 
and spectator.  
 
In Monk’s paintings a sense of repetition breaks down the figuration, creating visual 
mantras in which the human scale of the work increases this subtlety rather than 
amplifying the model. This rhythm happens throughout Monk’s work, surrendering 
figurative logic to arrive at something stranger and more powerful. Beautifully 
atmospheric and energetic, these paintings invite a more direct physical connection, 
drawing in the space between our inner and outer realms of experience.  
 
The artist’s unique relationship to image and paint lead him to enigmatic subject matter 
such as forests, galaxies, and the open road. The Cloud is Growing in the Trees 
underscores this mysterious, almost psychedelic relationship that invites the viewer in as 
an active participant.  
 
 
 
About the artist:  
William Monk (b. 1977, United Kingdom) won the 2005 Royal Award for Painting during 
his two years in Amsterdam studying at the residency De Ateliers, resulting in 
widespread, ongoing institutional recognition in Northern Europe. Recent museum group 
exhibitions include the Cobra Museum, Amstleveen, the Museum Belvédère, 
Heerenveen, the Gemeentemuseum, The Hague, and a solo exhibition at the Fries 
Museum, Leeuwarden. In 2009 he was a recipient of the Jerwood Painting Prize in the 
United Kingdom, which resulted in a yearlong national touring exhibition. Monk lives and 
works in London. 
 
 
About Kohn Gallery: 
Since its establishment in 1985 by former Flash Art editor, Michael Kohn, Kohn Gallery 
has presented art historically significant exhibitions in Los Angeles along with 
contemporary exhibitions that create meaningful contexts, establishing links to the 
greater art historical continuum. Significant exhibitions include: Andy Warhol’s 
Campbell’s Soup Boxes in December 1986, just weeks before the artist’s untimely death; 
She: Works by Richard Prince and Wallace Berman, brought together, for the first time, 
two generations of leading artists from different coasts; Bruce Conner: Work from the 
1970s, which inspired the artist’s first solo retrospective in Europe at the Kunsthalle 
Wien and Kunsthalle Zurich (2010); other shows of important New Yorkbased artists  



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
have included new works by Christopher Wool, Richard Tuttle, Mark Tansey, Kenny 
Scharf, and Keith Haring. Kohn Gallery represents important West Coast artists with  
 
long careers and rich history, including Bruce Connor, the Estate of Wallace Berman, 
Larry Bell, and Joe Goode; along with an exciting roster of emerging and mid-career 
artists including Simmons & Burke, Ryan McGinness, Rosa Loy, Lita Albuquerque, 
Dennis Hollingsworth, Mark Ryden, James Nares, Eddie Martinez, and Troika. 
 
Visit kohngallery.com for the latest information on upcoming exhibitions. 
 
 
Join the “Will Monk: The Cloud is Growing in the Trees” conversation on social 
media by mentioning @KOHNGallery and using the #MonkKohn hashtag when 
posting. 
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