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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

Gonzalo Lebri ja  

Opening: 6-8pm Friday, January 18, 2019 
 

 
Via Láctea, 2017, video, 5 minutes and 50 seconds 

Los Angeles, California – Kohn Gallery is pleased to announce Gonzalo Lebrija’s first solo 

exhibition with the gallery opening January 18th and on view through March 2019. The exhibition 

spans all three exhibition spaces in the gallery and comprises nine new paintings, a new 

sculptural work and a film installation being shown in the United States for the first time, 

concurrently on view at Museo Tamayo in Mexico City. 

Gonzalo Lebrija is one of the most celebrated artists working in Mexico today who has exhibited 

extensively throughout Europe, the United States and Latin America. Lebrija’s multi-media 

approach toward art making has become highly regarded in his ability to simultaneously employ 

painting, photography, film and sculpture, combined often into one exhibition or series of work. At 

Kohn Gallery, the artist will present a group of nine new paintings on linen, entitled Veladruas 

(Veils), while in Gallery 2, Lebrija will present a single, dramatic sculpture of a Bic lighter with an 
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unceasing, eternal flame. Gallery 3 houses an installation of Lebrija’s film, Via Láctea, exploring 

the fluid shapes and forms of tobacco smoke while exposing underlying social and political 

relationships related to smoking. 

 

Sharing the language of Mexico’s contemporary art scene, Lebrija brings a strong conceptual and 

poetic character to his oeuvre. In his Veladuras (Veils), paintings depict triangular overlays of 

thinly applied oil paint, becoming darker and more complex as each layer interacts with the other. 

What appears to be a simple, elegant geometric abstraction is actually a complex composition 

based upon the folds of a paper airplane, alluding to the lightness, ingenuity and ephemerality of 

this invention. By extension, the viewer can sense an existential philosophy in Lebrija’s subtle and 

immensely beautiful abstract paintings. 

 

In sculpture, Lebrija is equally sensitive in the depth of his metaphors and subject matter. The 

new three dimensional work he has created for this show is a poignant play on the eternal flame. 

Part of a recurring theme with Lebrija’s work, his subject matter spans two different dimensions–

first, of a poetic nature and its connection to the contemporaneous, and secondly, the 

philosophical meaning in relation to the greater human experience. 

 

Gonzalo Lebrija was first featured at Kohn Gallery in the group exhibition Chingaderas 

Sofisticadas in 2017 as part of the Getty Museum’s Pacific Standard Time LA/LA initiative, 

focusing on linkages in the art communities between Los Angeles and Latin America.  

ABOUT THE ARTIST 

Gonzalo Lebrija (b. 1972, Mexico City) lives and works in Guadalajara. Gonzalo holds a BFA in 

Communication Sciences from the Western Institute of Technology and Higher Education 

(ITESO). Gonzalo Lebrija was co-founder and co-director of OPA, Oficina de Proyecto de Arte in 

Guadalajara, Mexico. He has exhibited widely across the globe, with solo exhibitions at 

institutions including the JUMEX Museum, Mexico City, Mexico;  The National Museum of Fine 

Arts, Havana, Cuba; MAZ Zapopan Art Museum, Zapopan, Guadalajara, Mexico; Marfa 

Contemporary, Marfa, Texas, USA; La Casa Encendida, Madrid, Spain; Museum of Modern Art, 

Mexico; Tomás y Valiente Art Center, Fuenlabrada, Spain; Musée d'art contemporain de Lyon, 

Lyon, France and group exhibitions including LACMA, Los Angeles, USA; JUMEX Museum, 

Mexico City, Mexico; Carrillo Gil Art Museum, Mexico; Basque Museum Center of Contemporary 

Art, Vitoria-Gasteiz, Spain; Museo de Arte Contemporáneo de Monterrey MARCO, Monterrey, 
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NL; Musée d'Art Moderne de la Ville de Paris, France; Yerba Buena Center of the Arts, San 

Francisco, USA; Vancouver Art Gallery, Canada; Haus der Kulturen der Welt GmbH, Berlin, 

Germany; SDMA, San Diego, CA, USA; MCA, Denver, CO, USA; Reina Sofía Art Museum, 

Madrid, Spain. 

ABOUT THE GALLERY 

Since its establishment in 1985 by Michael Kohn, Kohn Gallery has presented historically 

significant exhibitions in Los Angeles alongside exciting contemporary artists, creating meaningful 

contexts to establish links to a greater art historical continuum. Kohn Gallery represents important 

West Coast artists with long careers and rich histories such as Joe Goode and Lita Albuquerque, 

works by Larry Bell, as well as the Estates of Bruce Conner, Wallace Berman, John Altoon and 

Charles Brittin. Kohn Gallery boasts an expanding roster of emerging and mid career artists 

including Jonathan Lyndon Chase, Heidi Hahn, Gonzalo Lebrija, Ori Gersht, Rosa Loy, Dennis 

Hollingsworth, Mark Ryden, Tom LaDuke and Troika. Visit kohngallery.com for the latest 

information on upcoming exhibitions. 
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